
The story behind Mexican Independence Day, el 16 de septiempre…

Shortly before dawn on September 16, 1810, Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla made a monumentous decision that revolutionized the course of Mexican history.
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Within hours, Hidalgo, a Catholic priest in the village of Dolores, ordered the arrest of Dolores’ native Spaniards. Then Hidalgo rang the church bell as he customarily did to call the indígenas, (or indigenous people/”indians”), to mass. The message that Hidalgo gave to the indígenas and mestizos, (or people of mixed Indian and Spanish blood), called them to retaliate against the hated gachupines, or native Spaniards, who had exploited and oppressed Mexicans for ten generations.

"Mexicanos, Viva México!" Hidalgo told the Mexicans who were the members of Nueva España’s, (“New Spain”, what is now called México), poorest class. He urged the exploited and embittered Mexicans to recover the lands that were stolen from their forefathers. Many criollos, (Spaniards born in México, the second and third generations), also saw Nueva España as their home, wanted independence from Spain, and join forces to start a revolution for independence that lasted about 11 years.  Today, that fateful day is still remembered with Mexicans everywhere celebrating by shouting the Grito de Dolores...”¡Viva México! ¡Viva!”  
Answer the following questions.

1. Name and define the various groups of people who lived in México around 1810.

2. What was México called before?  Why do you think this was its name?

3. In your own words, what did Hidalgo do on September 16th that was uncustomary for him?

4. What do you think “grito” means?

5. Why do you think “El 16 de septiembre” is so important to Mexicans?  What is the equivalent American holiday?  How is our holiday similar?
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